CATCHING THIEVES.                     CHAP.

asking each his name, hands to him a stick pulled out of
the body, saying, " Whoever is the thief, his stick will
" undoubtedly grow in length." He then directs them to
go out and stand apart from one another, and after a little
while to return to him. On their return he measures each
one's stick with one of the standard length in his own pos-
session, and finds that the person who is the thief, through
fear of its increasing in length, has broken off a piece of
his, in which case he may unquestionably be considered the
culprit.

But the most effectual way of catching theives is as fol-
lows : In the two left hand squares of the subjoined magic-
square write the name of the persons present, with those
of their fathers; thus :

Such a one,                      43                  43

the son of                       40                  40

such a one.              -

each one^s on a separate piece of paper; fold them up and
enclose them in bolusses made of wheat flour. Put fresh
water into a lota, and throw all the boluses at once into it.
The ticket of the thief will come up and float on 4he sur-
face of the water.

Or, if the following diagram be sketched on an egg and
buried in a grave, the abdomen of the individual who has
stolen will swell, and remain so, until the egg is taken out
of the earth. In the square is to be written, *c May the
" belly of him who is the thief, through the influence of this
" diagram, swell/
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